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The Itaipu Treaty was signed by Brazil and Paraguay in 1973, with the aim to start using 

their international and bordering river Parana for the production of hydropower. Today, 

the Itaipu dam has one of the highest levels of production of renewable energy in the 

world. This makes the Itaipu treaty the most important energy treaty in South America. 

For the first time in 50 years, the treaty will be renegotiated by Brazil and Paraguay. Par-

aguay was a signatory country of the UN Water Convention of 1997, namely the Conven-

tion on the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses. The Itaipu Treaty, on 

the other hand, was entered into before these developments of international water law 

and many other developments in the area of environmental law came about. Can the new 

developments of international law play a role in the renegotiation of the Itaipu Treaty? We 

shall investigate the historical context of the treaty, the developments of customary inter-

national law after the Itaipu project was approved, as well as the role of regional institu-

tions. Finally, we shall discuss in what way the current developments concerning envi-

ronmental law and climate change may impact the renegotiation.  

 

Dr. Maria A. Gwynn is a Member of the Governing Council of the Binational Entity Itaipu, 

for which she is on leave from the Institute for International Law of the University of Bonn, 

where she writes her Habilitation. She is also Senior Research Associate of the Global 

Economic Governance of the University of Oxford; International Arbitrator of the Court of 

Arbitration for Sports in Switzerland, and an Oxford-Princeton Global Leaders Fellow. 

She holds an LLB (Honours) National University of Asuncion; Magister Juris, University of 

Oxford; Dr.phil, Bergische Universität Wuppertal. 
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“International Water Law and its Role in the Renegotiation  
of the Itaipu Treaty.” 

 
Referentin: Dr. Maria A. Gwynn, MJur (Oxon). 

 
Freitag, 15. Mai 2020, Beginn 14:00 Uhr 

 
 

Bis auf Weiteres werden die Veranstaltungen unseres Instituts  
als virtuelle Zoom-Konferenzen stattfinden.  

 
Auf Ihre Anmeldung per Mail an irwe@uni-bonn.de wird Ihnen das Institut  

die erforderlichen Einwahldaten rechtzeitig vorher mitteilen. 
 


